“FOUR CUPS OF AMERICAN FREEDOM”
The Marrano came. He asked, Why is this night different from all other nights? And the answer was heard - On all other nights we are persecuted; on this night…

“When in the course of human events”

 “We the People”

“We hold these Truths to be self-evident”1
 “Equal rights for all, special privileges for none.”

“Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed.”3
And with his fellow Americans, he drank the first cup of freedom.

The Jew of the Enlightenment came. She asked, Why is this night different from all other nights? And the answer was heard - On all other nights we are reviled; on this night…

“Government of the people, by the people, for the people”

 “With malice toward none, with charity for all”4
“Dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal”4
 “No man is good enough to govern another man without that other’s consent.” 4
“One is a majority if he is right.”4
And with her fellow Americans, she drank the second cup of freedom.

The Jew of the shtetl came. He asked, Why is this night different from all other nights? And the answer was heard - On all other nights we are tyrannized; on this night…

“Give me your tired, your poor/ Your huddled masses yearning to be free”

“The ear of the leader must ring with the voices of the people.”
 

 “America is not anything if it consists of each of us. It is something only if it consists of all of us.”6
 “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself”

“Justice cannot be for one side alone, but must be for both.”

 And with his fellow Americans, he drank the third cup of freedom.

The Russian Jew came. She asked, Why is this night different from all other nights? And the answer was heard - On all other nights we are afflicted; on this night…

 “The moral arc of the universe bends at the elbow of justice.”

“I have a dream… a day when people will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”9
 “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country”

“You measure a democracy by the freedom it gives its dissidents, not the freedom it gives its assimilated conformists.”

 “Above all, we must realize that no arsenal …. is so formidable as the will and moral courage of free men and women.” 

 “There is nothing wrong with America that cannot be cured with what is right in America.”

And with her fellow Americans, she drank the fourth cup of freedom.

At this year’s seder, let us pray that America will always have another cup to offer all who are in need of Freedom. 
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